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Answer To A © Sincerzs Inquirer.” 

Our correspondent over the signature, 
“ 4 sincere Inquirer,” has requested of us 
an explanation of the 7, 8, 9 and LOth vers- 
es of the first chapter of the 2d Thessalon- 


ians. lie has made one expression in his 


re 


even in eternity ; but without any rational 
or scriptural authority. 

Most readers, from the force of tradition, 
apply this and many other similar passages 
to no other issue than to eternity, or to a 
State of interminable misery in a future 





request, which proves, that he does not un- | State of existence, But this passage, “ ey. 
tlerstand the principle of universal grace, | €” lasting punishment,” with the everlast- 


for which we contend 3; viz. “ since you 
promise salvation to all men whether they 
repent and believe or not.” He would in- 


ing punishment of the goats in the XXV, 
Matt. 46, with the wicked, whom the Lord 
will destroy, &c. are in the opinion of the 


timate, by this expression, that it was my | best interpreters, applied to the Jewish na- 


sentiment, and the sentiment of Universal- 
ists generally, that men can and will be sa- 
ved in sin as well as in any other way. 

We would request this *“‘ Sincere Inquir- 
er,” to understand the system of grace, which 
is published by universalists, before he cen- 
sures it; or, if he does understand it, to 
represent it fairly. Either he does not un- 
derstand it, and censures it ignorantly ; ‘ 
he does understand it, and by representing 
it wrongfully, forfeits his character as “ a) 
sincere Inquirer.” But as we are disposed 
to put on charity, which covers a multitude 
of sins, and to impute, to this Inquirer, ig- 
norance of our system, rather than a design 
to represent us wronglully ; we will consid- 
er him as one, who inquires sincerely, or 


' 
or, | 


| tion, which, as a political and ecclesiastical 
body was to be destroyed and dispersed 
forever. 

It is needless to spend much time in the 
particular explanation of these passages 3 
they are already done by an able advocate, 
| Which has lately appeared in this paper $ 
page $85—406 to which our “ sincere In- 
guirer” is refered. 

We are happy to see a spirit of inquiry 
and especially a sincere inquiry after truths 
for we have universally noticed, that such 
inquirers do obtain that,for which they seek. 
| But it is the sincere Inquirer, only, who ob- 
jtains. The knowledge of Ged being eter-: 
Mal life ; it hence follows that this knowl- 
edge is the most important ; therefore he, 








searches for knowledge as for his hidden 
treasures; hoping that he may “ understand 
the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge 
ef God:? “which” knowledge “is eternal 
life.” 

We cannot forbear remarking, how im- 
portant itis that subjects of this nature should 
be treated candidly, and that truth should 
have its weight in every mind, even if it 
proceeds from those, whom we suppose to 
be in error. With these preliminaries, we 
proceed to answer the request on the above 
passages. 

The explanation of the above passages 
has been given by many divines eminent 
for learning and piety, and they have un- 
derstood the pasages as alluding to the com- 
ing of Christ at the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem. But they have been applied, likewise 
to a time future to us from the present, and 


who seeks for it as silver, and searches for 
itas for hidden treasure ; shall understand 
‘the fear of the Lord and find the knowl- 
edge of God, which is eternal life. 

Now, sir, it appears that to know God 
and Jesus Christ, is eternal life. Why, or 


{ 


for what reason, is this knowledge eternal 


life ? Ans. because God isa friend to sin- 
ners, to all sinners and is almighty and un- 
changeable. Hence the knowledge of the 
Almighty and unchangeable friendship of 
God gives everlasting consolation and a 
firm unshaken faith and hope in God,whick 
is a prelibation of eternal rest and felicity. 
God is either the friend or enemy of every 
human creature ; if he be their enemy, then 
obligation on their part ceases : if Godcan 
be reconciled to those to whom he is an 
enemy 3 then he is changeable ; if he be 
the friend of all and be almighty and un- 





the punishment mentioned has been applied 
to a future and different mode of existence, 
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changeable ; then that knowledge is eter- 
nal life. It gives peace and substantial joy. 
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The truth is, our knowledge of God does 
not make him our friend ; because there 
never can be the knowledge of God’s friend- 
ship, unless that friendship does previously 
exist ; and so in all other cases ; the thing 
known, must exist before the knowledge of 
that thing. 

Sinners may and do,many times, suppose 
that God is their enemy, and that he will 
punish mauy of mankind in hell eternally ; 
but this supposition by no means proves 
him to be so. If, then, God be the friend 
of all men ; as the whole tenor of scripture 
divine providence and grace declare ; and 
if that friendship of his be the assurance of 
rest and happiness in him, then the punish- 
ment of everlasting destruction mentioned, 
can never be endless misery ; but is a pun- 
ishment, which is to end; a punishment, 
which is disciplinary in its design, and tem- 
poral as to the time of its infliction. 

I therefore conclude that Paul was speak- 
ing of the Jewish nation, and of the terri- 
ble destruction of their city and temple and 
the rejection and dispersion of that nation 
among all the nations of the earth. ‘This 
rejection and dispersion was not to be end- 
less though it is called everlasting ; because 
when the fullness of the Gentiles are come 
in, this rejected and scattered people shall 
all be saved. 

Sir, I have been brief in my answer, be- 
cause of the discourse lately published in 
the Advocate on the above passages, by J. 
S. Thompson,preacher of the reconciliation. 

If what has been said be not satisfactory, 
be explicit in your farther request and it 
shall be accordingly noticed.—L-piror. 





To the Rev. D. Baxcocx, of Buffalo. 
EXAMINATION OF THE EpiscopAL CATE- 
CHISM, &C. 

(Continued from page 29.) 

After the creed, &c. of which I have spo- 


ken, the Ten commandments, with some ex- 
planation of them, follows; in which the pupil 


= 


Q. What desirest thou of God in this 
prayer ? The answer to this question be- 
ing one of peculiar importance, J shall dwelt 
alittle upon it. It contains nothing short 
of an open avowal that all men will be fi- 
nally saved ! Here follows the answer : 

A. I desire my Lord God our heavenly 
Father, who is the giver of all goodness, to 
send his grace unto me and TO ALL PLO- 
PLE ; that we, [myself and all people] 
may worship him, serve him, and obey him 
as we, [myself and all people] ought to do. 
And I pray unto God, that he will send 
us, [myself and all people] all things that 
are needful both for our souls and bodies : 
and that he will be merciful unto us, [my- 
self and all people} and forgive us [myself 
and all people | our sins 3 and that it will 
please him to save and defend us [myself 
and all people | in all dangers, bothef soul 
and body ; and that he will keep us [my- 
self and ail people] from all sin and wick- 
edness, and from our spiritual enemy, and 
from everlasting death. Andthis | TRUST 
HE WILL DO of his mercy and goodness 
through our Lord Jesus Christ ; and there 
fore 1 say, Amen: So be it. 

Such, Mr. Babcock, is the answer to the 
the question; those parts which are enclosed 
in brackets being added to fill up the ellip- 
sis, without which there would be no mean- 
ing, and which here, as the period is very 
long, is not easily supplied in the mind.— 
From this answer I cannot part until I have 
said a few words more. Allow me to ask 
Mr. Babcock, why you teach this answer int 
the catechism, when you do not admit it in 
your sermons? Here the pupil says he 
prays God to save all the human family ; 
not a part, mind, but the whole, and then 
he adds, “ and this I truss HE WILL DO 
of his mercy and goodness, through on 
Lord Jesus Christ.” Now do won trust 
Mr. Babcock, that all men will be saved 
through Jesus Christ? Do you believe it? 
You have often said you did not, and yet 
before I can get admitted a member of your 


is made to say he is bound tosubmit himself! church I must tell you that I do so believe! 


to his “teachers, and spiritual pastors.”— 
This rule, could it be enforced, would for- 
ever prevent any inquiry ; and of course 
would keep all the children of episcopal 
parents following straight on in the road 
their fathers had gone,—but it cannot be 
enforced, and [ therefore mention it only to 
show the incorrectness of the principle.— 
When the commandments are disposed of, 
we come to the Lord’s prayer, which the 
pupil is asked to repeat : and when he has 
done so this question follows, page 8. 


[ know not what to make ofsuch confusion. 
However, as you here teach that all men 
will be saved, [ shall, perhaps, refer you 
back to this answer while lam treating 
S So 
upon some future parts of the catechism. 
After this answer comes the subject of 
baptism again, of which the following is a 
part. Pages 9, 10. 
Q. What is required of persons to be bap- 
tized ? 
A. Repentance, wher y they forsoke 
isin 3 and faith, whereby t. »y steadfastly be- 


‘ 
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lieve the promises of God made to them in 
that sacrament. 

Q. Why then are infants baptized,when 
by reason of their tenaer age they cannot 
perform them ? 

A. Because they promise them both by 
their sureties ; which promise, when they 
come to zge, themselves are bound to per- 
form. 

Here you say a person, to be baptized 
must repent, forsake sin, have faith, &c. and 
when you have owned that an infant can- 
not do these things, you insult the human 
understanding by saying it has promised, by 
its sureties, to do them! Let us look at the 

‘hy cannot infants perform these 
own reason is, “ t¢ isby rea- 

ender age.” Very well. And 

now, sir, ou pretend to say that achild 
a month oldgwho, “ by reason of itstender 
age” cannot repent, forsake sin and have 
faith, is able to promise to do these things ? 
Would you dare hazard yourclaim tocom- 
mon sense by advancing such an idea in 
conversation ? How does the child prom- 
ise ? Is it sensible of what is going forward, 
at the time of baptism ? This you will not 
pretend. How, then, does it promise ? O, 
by its “ sureties!” But isthe promise of 
one person the promise of another ? Sup- 


pose your “ sureties” had promised for 
you, when you were only four weeks old, 
that you should next spring assume the garb 
of a farmer and follow the plough ? Would 


this be binding upon you? Certainly it 
would, as muchas in the other case; and 
so it is proper here to add the words of the 
catechism—* which promise, when you 
come of age for when spring comes] your- 
self are bound to perform.” In vain would 
you plead as an excuse that you did not 
know any thing of the promise and there- 
fore felt no obligation to fulfil it. ‘The an- 
swer to this would be, you promised it by 
your * sureties” and you must abide by it. 
This you could not escape—it is your own 
language, put into the mouth of every per- 
son who applies for admission into your 
church. 

What claim, Mr. Babcock, can such soph- 
istry give a man tothe confidence of his 
neighbors ? 
; A UNIVERSALIST. 
(To be continued. ) 


For the Gospel Advocate. 
The times of this ignorance God winked 
at; but now commandeth all men every 
where to repent—Acts xvii. 30. 





charity out of a pure heart, and a good 
conscience, and faith unfeigned—Tim. i. 5. 

Love worketh no ill to his neighbor, 
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
Rom. xiii. 10. 

To try the strength and ingenuity of our 
opponents, “I have taken this three fold 
cord, viz. The command of God. The 
end, or design of the commandment. And 
the fulfilling of the law or commandment. 

I know, that to scruple an article in our 
creed that we have once believed—To give 
up our prejudices—To unlearn our error— 
And to take a stand against public opin- 
ion 5 are works for the sincere, independent 
and honest hearted to perform. 

I have nothing to solicit of my hearers or 
readers—for the importance of the subject 
is enough to gain their attention—but let 
us resolve by the grace of God, that if we 
have prejudices they shall not go with us 
into the field, the most important that ever 
came under finite investigation. 

We.will firstly consider the wisdom, the 
ability, and the sincerity of him that com- 
mandeth all men every where to repent. 

The wisdom of God is infinite: therefore 
it is sufficient for the selection of means, 
adequate to the accomplishment of his de- 
signs, or purpose, whatever it is—then, at 
the time appointed, his purpose shall be ac- 
complished—for he will do all his pleasure. 

Hath he ability or power ? most certain- 
ly—for he is omnipotent—and Christ the 
Saviour of the world, hath all power in hea- 
ven and earth given into his hand, and is 
able to subdue all things to. himsel{—see 
Phil. iii. 21. We find then that he who 
came to save the world hath ability, or ad- 
equate power: and if he hath ali in heaven, 
and earth, we may rest assured, thet he 
will not give the Devil power to do his crea- 
tures, or his kingdom a lasting injury. 

Let us now inquire for the will—Which 
I think is fully set forth in the command. 
For had it not been his will that all men 
every where should repent, he never would 
have commanded it. And because he hath 
commanded; it hath become a law which 
must, and shall be fulfilled ; for he hath 
power and adequate means to enforce obe- 
dience. But respecting the will of God, 
what it is, and what it is not we will refer 
to scripture for direct proof. And _ firstly 
what it is not. 2d Pet. iii. 9. Butis long 
suffering to usward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance. ‘This is both negative and af- 
firmative—showing first, that it is not his 


Now the end of the commandment is| will that any should perish—and afiirma- 
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; ively, that it is his will that all shall come 


to repentance, precisely comporting with 
the command for all men every where to 
repent. For as I live saith the Lord, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wick- 
ed, but that the wicked turn from his 
way and live—Ezek. xxxiii. 11. Ve 
see from the testimony of these witnesses; 
that it is neither his will, nor his pleasure, 
that any should perish. And (aflirmatively ) 
this is the Father’s will that hath sent me 
that of all which he hath given me, I should 
lose nothing,but should rais¢ it up again at the 
last day. but if there is a people that were 
not given to Christ, they are lost, and will 
not be raised up at the last day, for on that 
day all that are not lost will be raised up. 
Christ is the resurrection—and there is no 
resurrection out of Christ, for it is in Christ, 
that all are to be made alive: and he that 
is in Christ, is a new creature—all that are 
raised will be complete in glory. ‘The 
Son of God came down from heaven, gave 
his life a ransom for the world—tasted 
death for every man, that none should be 
lost, and that the will of God might be 
brought about in this thing. And for this 
cause is supplications, prayers, intercessions 
and giving of thanks to be made for all men. 
For this is good, and acceptably in the 
sight of God our Saviour, who will have a! 
men to be saved and to come to the knowl- 
edge of the truth. Therefore he conmands 
all men every where to repent, Conse- 
quently repentance and remission of sins 
were purchased for gll by Jesus Christ, who 
gave himself for our sins, that he migit de- 
liver us from this present evil world, ac- 
cording to the will of God and our Father. 
Gal. i. 4. Christ came down to do his fa- 
ther’s will. Ifany be lost can the Father’s 
will be done? for it is his will that he 
should lose nothing. 

There is another reason why all men ev- 
ery where are commanded to repent, and 
the reason immediately follows the com- 
mand. Anditis because he hath appoin- 
ted a day in which he will judge the world 
in righteousness, by that man whom he hath 
ordained: Whereof he hath given assur- 
ance (or offered faith) to all men, in that 
he hath raised him from the dead. And 
the assusance that is given, or the faith that 
is offered to all men, is, that as Christ the 
head of every man is raised in glory from 
the dead: so also shail all the members of 
his body and even all that are raised; be 
raised in glory. For they that shall be ac- 
counted worthy to obtain that world, and the 
resprregtion from the dead, neither marry, 
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hor are given in martiage; neither can 
they die any more, (for there is no more 
death, therefore can none of them that are 
raised die eternally) for they are equal to 
the angels, and aie the children cf God, 
being the children of the resurrection. 

And they can never be accounted wor; 
thy to obtain that world, and a resurrection 
from the dead, until they have fulfilled the 
royal law, and been made perfect in love. 
Now on this point let me (my opponents ) 
be indulged in your moce of arguing—you 
say that there is no such ting as going to 
heaven without perfection, and there is no 
perfection in this world—and there is ne 
alteration after death—how then in the 
name of holiness, are youe get to 







heaven? Is the line betwixt made 
so broad, that on it you can to per- 
fection, before you arrive fre vis to the 


other world? Besides, if you on the line be- 
twixt thetwo worlds can obtain perfection, 
why not all mankind obtain the same? No, 
my brethren, betwixtthe two worlds there is 
no intermediate space; for he that is not 
in this world is in the other, if he that is not 
alive is dead. From the examinatioa of 
your own doctrine, -you have fallen under 
the necessity of either giving up ever arriving 
to heaven—or to allow that perfection is at- 
tainable in this life ; or that there 1s an al- 
teration after death. 

But to return from this short deviation, 
and more particularly consider the verse 
following our text. * Because he hath ap- 
pointed aday in which he will judge the 
world in righteousness.” 

‘The whole world hath once become guil- 
ty before God, and was judged, small and 
great, in that state of wickedness : so jugd- 
ment passed upon all men to condemnation. 
But so far as it respected the Lord, the 
world was then judged in righteousness— 
but as it respected the situation of the 
world, it was judged in wickedness. But 
now we are exhorted to judge nothing be- 
fore the time, until the Lord come, who 
both will bring to light the hidden things of 
darkness, and make manifest the counsels of 
the heart, and then shall every man have 
praise of God, 1 Cor. iv. 5. For then shall 
every man’s heart be right with God, being 
turned to the Lord as the heart of one man; 
and this, and nothing else, caz be the ful- 
filment of that law which commandeth all 
men every where to repent: and in the 
day of his power his people shall all be 
willing to obey. 

I will notice one thing more in this law, 
that all men every where are commanded ta 
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repent—even in hell if men are there—they 
are commanded to repent; and that they 
might be judged according to men in the 
{lesh, but live according to God in the spi- 
rit of holiness ; becanse he hath appointed 
a day in which he will judge the world in 
righteousness, which shall be when there is 
an end to sin, transgression finished and ev- 
erlasting righteousness brought in, by that 
love which is the fulfilling of the law. 

But is he sincere in the command, mean- 
ing that we shall obey ? Most certainly— 
for the contrary would be blasphemous to 
suppose—he commands us to repent, be- 
cause we ought torepent, and it is for his 
glory, and the first step towards our bappi- 
ness, Which were the ends for which we 
were creatéd, Having predestinated us un- 
to the adoption of children by Jesus Christ 
tu hiinself, according to the good pleasure 
of his will.—Eph. i. 5. 

We will now attend to our second text, 
yiz. The end of the commandment which is 
charity out ofa pure heart, and a good con- 
science and faith unfeigned. But the law 
must have its effect, and the command of 
repentance be obeyed—and when love te 
God and his neighbor, like a living princi- 
ple actuates the mind of every man, the de- 
sign, or end of the commandment is cbtain- 
ed, and the law fulfilled. We are then 
prepared to dwell in God, and God in us; 
and voluntarily to unite with all holy beings 
in every good work, for the glory of God 
und the happiness ef all the intelligent cre- 
ation. 

Love worketh no ill to his neighbor, 
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.— 
It is the only bond that can hold the uni- 
verse together, and govern so vast an em- 
pire as that of Prince Immanuel. Oaths 
and obligations amongst politicians ; creeds, 
covenants and articles of faith, with those 
that call themselves bhristians—are mere 
marks and counterfeifs—and are like the 
spider’s webb, broken before interest, pas- 
sion or prejudice. But love is a god, invin- 
cible, omnipotent andeternal. And because 
it is invincible, it never can be overcome ; 
many waters cannot quench it, nor the 
floods drown. And being omnipotent, will 
overcome all opposition. Love is stronger 
than death, and this shall be proved by its 
victory over every species of it. And death 
itself, and him that had the power over it, 
even both of them, shall be destroyed, and 
have no longer an existence in the creation 
of God; and love shall be all in all, and 
eign unrivalled through eternity. 

$. M. ROSE. 





at Lisle, N. Y. Jan. 3, 1819. 

That an endless continuance of punish- 
ment or misery cannot consist witha design 
for good in the final issue—and that, there- 
fore, endless punishment, or misery, is not 
true. 

An endless continuance of misery would 
render it impossible for the sufferer to be 
reclaimed, or that any good should ever 
come to him from such punishment. It is 
easy to see, that punishment, for a time, 
may be of great benefit to the punished ;— 
but the moment it is determined to be end- 
less, there can benolonger a design for that 
creature’s good ; nor can good any more 
come to him, nor can he be reclaimed. It 
is impossible that the doom of endless mis- 
ery should be with.a design to reclaim the 
sufierer or to do him any good 3 because an 
endless duration of misery would never ad- 
mit of atime for good to come ; if it did, it 
would not be endless. 

It has been supposed, that although mer- 
cy might plead for the sinner ; yet that jus- 
tice required his endless misery. For ages, 
almost the whole world have argued in this 
manner. But did Justice, the Justice of 
God, ever require this ? Does our reason 
dictate, or do the scriptures any where de- 
clare this? {t is all important that we should 
understand this aright. From scripture 
and reason, it is plain to me, that justice for- 
bids the idea of endless misery, equally with 
mercy : and that the great reason why it 
should not be inflicted, is, because it would 
be unjust. 

Good is the object of punishment, and 
good to the sufferer.—Justice, we say, and 
say truly, requires punishment for trans- 
gression; but nothing short of good to them 
can make even their punishment just.— 
Strike out good as the design of punishment 
to the transgressor, and his punishment will 
be unjust. Thus justice, in requiring pun- 
ishment for the offender ; and mercy, in 
designing and willing his greatest and best 
good 3 act from the same design, and to- 
wards the same object, which is the good 
of the offender. An earthly parent, so far 
as he acts understandingly and from just 
motives 3 never inflicts punishment, unless 
with the view and expectation of good to thé 
offending child. If this be not the object, 
the punishment must proceed from hatred 
and revenge, which will make it unjust.— 
The consequence of this reasoning is, that, 
as endless misery can never be inflicted 
with a view to the good of the sufferer, or 
of his being reclaimed ; it, therefore, is not 
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just. The idea, that any person, however 
wicked he has been, ought to be cast offand 
punished endlessly, is not just. Justice de- 
mands no such thing, because the good of 
the offender could not, in such a case, be 
the object. 

But if the good of the sufferer be not the 
object of justice, in endless misery ; may 
it not be argued, as just, on the principle, 
that it will be a great good to the intelligent 
system P 

Ans.—That endless injustice should be 
done to some, as a good to others, cannot 
be reconciled with justice. That the dam- 
ned should be treated with endless injustice, 
with a view tliat those who are saved,might 
be the more happy, is an idea too dreadful 
to be admitted. On the supposition, that 
any creature could be more happy by the 
endless misery of a fellow creature ; yet 
that happiness would not, in the least de- 
gree, destroy the injustice done to the suffer- 
er, so. as to make his punishment just. It 
would be as great injustice to the sufferer, 
as though other beings were not benefited 
by it; consequently, the idea of the saints 
being happier in glory, by realizing the en- 
dless misery of their fellow creatures, in 
hell, is without any foundation of justice,and 
shows that such happiness is built on sup- 
position only. We go farther, and say, 
that if any creatures in heaven or earth,can 
be more happy on account of the endless 
misery of a part of mankind 5; such happi- 
ness must flow from something, in them, a- 
side from the love to God, or love to justice, 
or love to a fellow-creature. 

But, says the objector, if God has threat- 
ened endless misery tothe wicked, his truth 
requires it, if Justic e does not. 

If God has threatened endless misery to 
the wicked ; it wiil be granted, in that case, 
that troth would require it. But can we 
suppose that God, by threatening endless 
misery to the wicked, has bound himself to 
be true to such a threatening, to the injury 
of his justice >—I think not. Man offen 
promises and threatens inconsiderately,and 
then is obliged, either to be true to such a 
threatening, or promise, though it be unjust; 
or io be just, tothe violation of truth. ‘Thus 
Herod, in beheading John the Baptist, was 
true to his promise ; but was unjust in the 
performance. There was a cleshing be- 
tween truth and justice. If he had been 
just in sparing the life of that holy man, he 
would have violated the truth of his prom- 
ise. ‘This made him exceeding sorry. But 
there is no such clashing between the truth 


and justice of God. Ithink that God has 


no where, in the scriptures, threatened end. 
less misery to the wicked. Sin and misery 
are ‘inseparable : : stn is the cause of misery, 
and misery the effect of sin. Now if ‘God 
has threatened that misery shall be endless, 
he must have determined that sin shalj * 
endless too; for endless misery, asan effect 
of sin, cannot be, unless sin, which is the 
cause of misery, be endless likewise. There 
must be a determination that sin should be 
endless, in order that misery should be so, 
But we are assured, that Christ will make 
an end of sin. What will be the commngnetne 
of this ? He will make an end of sorrow 
because siz, which is the cause, being re- 
moved 3 sorrow, which is the effect, must 
cease. Certainly, then, if Christ will make 
an end of sin,and bringin everlasting right- 
eousness, all sorrow and misery will cease 
with sin its cause. ‘Thus, the ideaof. end- 
less misery has been confuted, on the prin- 
ciple of justice. Justice and trath, equally 
with love and mercy, are everlasting bar- 
riers against that awlul doctrine. 

We, now, will attend to the scripture ac- 
count of this subject. Will Christ recon- 
cile all things, all men, to himself? Le will. 
Is God, in Christ, reconciling the world to 
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them ?—He is. What, then, will be the 
issue of sin and misery, when that reconcil- 
iation shall take place >—They will cease 
and come to anend. In reconciliation to 
God and Christ, the creature is brought to 
a state of freedom from sin and its conse- 
quences ; and is assured that God is his 
portion and exceeding great reward. Thus, 
if we have assurance, that Christ will rec- 
oncile all things, all men, to himself, end- 
less misery cannot be true. 

Again—If all the nations, kindred and 
families of the earth, shall be blessed in 
Christ, the Seed ; then there can be no end- 
less misery ; but all the nations, families 
and kindred of the earth will be blessed in 
Christ, the seed, according to God’s repeat- 
ed promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob: 
Therefore, there can be noendless misery, 
but sin and sorrow will both cease. 

Again—lf the devil and his works will be 
destroyed, and those delivered, who, thro’ 
fear of death, were all their life time sub- 
ject to bondage, endless misery cannot be 
true ; but Christ was manifested to destroy 
the works of the devil, he came to destroy 
him, that had the power of death, thatis the 
devil himself : Therefore endless misery 
cannot be true. ‘The idea of God as Fath- 
er, who loves his children, whose offspring 





all men are, and equally so ; and the idea 
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of God as our Judge, Lawgiver, King and, 
Saviour, are all inconsistent with endless, 
misery or punishment. Asa F ather he 
loves his children : as a King and Ruler,he, 
loves his subjects, and his government is a 
suflicient reason why the world shonld re- 
b joice. - The Lord reigns let the earth 
» yejuice. } 
a cain—If all evil be designed for good, | 
aud jor accomplishing a greater good than | 
could have taken place otherwise 5 then it 
is plain that the former must cease, when | 
the latter takes place. The experience de- 
rived from the knowledge of the evil, is de- 
signed, inthe great scheme of wisdom, as, 
necessary forthe greatest good : but if sin 
and misery are always to continue, the end, 
which is the greatest good, can never be 
votained, ie 
Again—God has promised true christians 
that he will grant them all the desires of 
their heart: and.all true christians do desire 
and pray for the salvation of the whole 
world. Paul was anxious for the salvation 
of the Jews 3 and as he said, so says the 
christian ; Brethren, my heart’s desire and | 
prayer to God for the world, is, thatit may 
be saved: and as Paul, agreeable to his de- 
sire, had the assurance, that when the ful- 
ness of the Gentiles were come in, all Israel 
should be saved ; so the christian may have 
assurances of the salvation of the world, 





when he reflects, that God has promised to 





srant him all the desires of his heart. <A 
inan, with these desires, which spring from 
the Spirit of God, can never be happy, if; 
but one soul should be doomed to endless 





misery. The reason isplain ; for, in that 
case, their desire would never be granted | 
there would forever be a tender and anxious | 
solicitude for an ‘olject—an object, which | 
never could cease to be amazingly desirable; | 
and yetthe desire never granted : never, | 
never, through the boundless ages of eterni- | 
fty. Therefore I say, unless the gracious | 
exercises of the saints in glory should be es-| 
sentially different, in their nature,from what 
they are in this world ; it is impossible that 
they should ever be happy, while. any of 
their fellow creatures ure in endless tor- | 
mcits, 

tut, itis asked, may not ‘the saints, in 
glory, be happy, while others are endlessly 
miserable, fur this season, that then they 
willbe perfectly conformed to the will of 
God, and so their happiness arise from that 
consideration ? 

Aus.—if this were the will of God, even 
eur damnation, then. something might be 
argued in favor of that idea; Sut this is not 


the case, for this is the will of God, viz. our 
salvation, not our damnation. God will 
have all men to be sayed and come to the 
knowledge of the truth. This is his will, 
his pleasure; and he tells us, he will do all 
his pleasure. Hence it follows, that the 
more saints are conformed to this will of 
God, the greater will be their desires for the 
salvation of all men, and the more incom- 
plete would their happiness be, could we 
suppose, that those desires would never be 
granted. 

Hence, it follows likewise, that the gra- 
cious desires of every true christian, in con- 
nection with the promise of God, are an as- 
surance, that the world will be saved. 

We now attend to the design of Christ’s 
coming. He came to condemn or to save 
the world. Which ?—Not to condemn the 
world, but to save the world. We have 
scen says Join, and do testify, that the Fa- 
ther sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world. He is the light of the world, and 
he lighteth every man, that cometh into the 
world. He came, that all men, through 
him, might believe. He tasted death for 
every man, and is the propitiation for the 
sins of the whole world. He gave himself 
a ransom for all. God the Father sent 
him into the world, qualified and authorised 
him to be the great redeemer and Saviour 
of his people: and he, according to his Fa- 
ther’s pleasure, did come to seek and to 
save that which was lost, and has left us his 
promise that the Holy Spirit, the Comfort- 
er, shall convince the world of sin, of righ- 
teousness and of gudgment ; shall reclaim 
us from our wanderings, shall reconcile us 
to himself, and diffuse his light and glory 
till all flesh shall sec the salvation of the 
Lord.— This was the design of Christ’s 
coming. Now, if but one human creature 
shall go away into endless misery, Christ 
never will have accomplished the design of 
his coming. 

But, although Christ has undertaken this 
great work, does not man’s salvation de- 
pend on certain conditions, which he is te 
perform, viz. repentance and faith ? 

Ans.—Can a person believe that which 


‘has no existence ? Must that which is be- 


lieved, be a truth before it be believed ?>— 
The thing believed, must, in all cases, exe 
ist, before it can be believed. No one will 
denythis. Then faith cannot be a condi- 
tion of the thing believed, because it was as 


‘ greata reality before we believed as since we 


believed it.—Now as to our salvation ; if it 
ever will appear to us a reality, and bea 


Teality, then it always was a reality, though 
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we did not always know it; and its being 
an eternal reality, is the only reason why 
we can be called upon to believe it. ‘Thus, 
God has given us a record of his Son. He 
that believeth not this record makes Ged a 
liar. But how? The record is that God 
has given us eternal life, and this life zs in 
his Son.—Now to disbelieve this, makes 
God a liar, inasmuch as it is the same as to 
say, that it is not true and if our believing 
it is nota truth makes God a liar; our be- 
lief is a belief of that, which was true before 
we believed it; and that destroys the con- 
ditionality of faith—Thus faith cannot be 
a condition of our salvation, because it was 
as really a truth before we belicved as 
since. Faith brings us to a discovery of 
that truth, and repentance is a suitable tem- 
per by which to enjoy it. But the thing dis- 
covered by faith, and enjoyed by a temper 
of repentance, viz. our salvation, was as 
true before faith and repentance as it 1s 
since; therefore; neither faith nor repen- 
tance can be conditions of our salvation. 

Salvation, or eternal life, is the gift of 
God, which was given us in Christ Jesus 
before the world began, as an inheritance, 
which our heavenly Father gave to us.— 
Faith and repentance are necessary, that 
we should see and enjoy it; not that they 
should make that true, which was not true 
before. Hence, there is great propriety and 
necessity of preaching and urging these im- 
portant doctrines. 

Thus, from justice and truth, as well as 
mercy and love ; from the nature, certainty 
and extent ofreconciliation ; from the cer- 
tainty that all the families of the earth will 
be blessed in Christ, the Seed : that the devil 
and his works will be destroyed; from the 
idea of God, as a Father and a Ruler: from 
the desires of true christians, andthe prom- 
ises made to those desires; and from the 
design of Christ’s coming into the world as 
a Redeemer and Saviour, to do his Father’s 
will in saving all men ; I say, from tlie a- 
bove considerations, it is plain, that an end- 
Jess continuance of punishment or misery is 
Rot true. 





The Emperor Theodosius passed a de- 
cree, that an offendor might escape punish- 
ment :—If trom fevity of disposition he de- 
serves our contempt—if from madness, our 


— 


operation of his wife. If she unites in m 
tual endeavors, or rewards his labor with 
endearing smile, with what perseverance 
ta : oF . . 

does he apply to his vocation ; with what 
confidence will he resort to his merchandize 
or farm; fly. over lands; sail upon the Seas; 
meet difficulty and encounter danger—if he 
knows he is not spending his strength in 
vain, but that his labor will be rewarded b 

the sweets of home ! ‘Solicitude ‘and disap. 
pointment enter into the history of every 
man’s life ; and he is but half provided for 
his voyage, who finds but an associate for 
happy hours, while for his months of dark- 


ness and distress no sympathizing partner 
is prepared ! 


ue 
an 





Oh, tell me not that wine will soothe: 


Oh, tell me not that wine will soothe 
A heart beset with wo ; 

Oh, tell me not that wine will smooth 
Grim penury’s haggard brow ; 

For tho’ its wave thay beam as bright 
As evening’s sparkling tear, 

It cannot gild misfortune’s night, 
Or calm the sinner’s fear, 


Oh, tell me not that beauty’s smile— 
‘That sun of cloudless morn, 

Can black despair of wo beguile, 

- Or blunt affliction’s thorn ; 

For though awhile its beams may play, 

Where health and pleasure bloom, 

Disease will shroud its pleasing ray> 

It shines not in the tomb. 


Oh, tell me not that fame can give 
The cankered conscience peace ; 
Oh, tell me not that fame will live 
When hope and life shall cease ; 
For tho’ it points where honor bleeds, 
And bids the bosom burn, 

It, as the lightning swift, recedes, 
When Time hath grasped his urn. 


But tell me that Religion’s ray 

Can light the soul to heaven— 

Oh, tell ine this can point the way 

To him on quicksands driven, 

And Pl believe; for well I know 

‘That this alone can save ; 

That this can chase the clouds of wo, 

nd gild the peasant’s grave. 
Bos'ron Bann. 





compassion—if from malice, we pardon 
him, as having done the greatest injury to, 
himself. 





Domestic Life.-—No man ever prosper- | 
ed in the world without the consent and co-! 
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